What the Law Requires in Making Cleanup Decisions

Before making cleanup decisions,

DOE must evaluate potential cleanup technologies against criteria spelled out in a federal law
called CERCLA.There are nlne criteria to be considered, which are divided into three categories.
Threshold Criveria determine if the possible solution to an environmental problem protects
people and the environment and mieets federal and state regulations. Balancing Criteria are used
to determine which of the criteria meeting the Threshold Criteria will work the best, Modifying
Criteria are used to determing if the recommended solution is acceptable to Kentucky and the
local community.
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